
You Made a fool of death 
wity your beauty
by akwaeke emezi
fiction - 26th May
Faber & Faber £14.99
Five years after losing the love of 
her life, Feyi is finally ready for a 
fresh start. The tropical holiday of 
a lifetime is the ideal chance – until 
she falls for the only man she can’t 
have, in this summery, seductive 
romance of second chances.

zorrie
by laird hunt
fiction - 19th May
Quercus £8.99 
A beautifully written tale of one 
ordinary woman’s life in the 
American Midwest, from the De-
pression-era radium factories to 
finding love and friendship in the 
close-knit communities of Indi-
ana’s farm country. Perfect for fans 
of Anne Tyler and Kent Haruf. 
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There’s a wonderful wide-ranging smorgasbord of books being released into the world 
this May, and narrowing down our 24 titles this month was even trickier than usual, 
but we somehow managed it... we hope you enjoy getting stuck in to this book buffet!

The Darling books of may! 

www.mrbsemporium.com

Great Circle
by MAggie Shipstead
fiction - 26th May
Transworld £8.99
A sweeping epic novel weaving 
together the adventures of fiercely 
independent female pilot Marian 
Graves, in her bid to become the 
first person to circumnavigate the 
globe pole-to-pole, and the Hol-
lywood actress determined to un-
cover the mystery of Marian’s fatal 
final flight.

the perfect golden circle 
by benjamin myers
fiction - 12th May
Bloomsbury £16.99
Just as wonderfully written as Mr 
B’s favourite The Offing, to say 
we’re excited for Myers’s latest 
novel is an understatement! In the 
1989 Wiltshire countryside, an 
army veteran and a hippie form an 
unlikely friendship creating crop 
circles in the dead of night.

https://mrbsemporium.com/


here goes nothing
by steve toltz
fiction - 3rd May
Sceptre £18.99
Angus Mooney is pretty peeved – 
not only has he been murdered, 
but from the afterlife, he’s now 
watching his beloved wife Gracie 
getting uncomfortably close to his 
killer… Another witty, poignant 
novel from the author of A Fraction 
of the Whole.

book of night
by holly black
fiction - 3rd May
Cornerstone £16.99
The tantalizing, all-encompassing 
fantasy you’ve been waiting for 
from a master of storytelling, Holly 
Black. The Book of Night is everth-
ing the title promises it to be, dark, 
gritty, magical, and twisty. Follow 
Charlie, your new favourite charac-
ter in fantasy, and her story of fami-
ly, betrayal and magic.

sunset
by Jessie Cave
fiction - 26th May
Welbeck £8.99
Sisters Ruth and Hannah are like 
chalk and cheese, but their annual 
holidays together are a chance for 
them to laugh, bicker and catch 
up. Until this year, when some-
thing bad happens – something 
which will change their relation-
ship forever…

my name is yip
by paddy crewe
fiction - 5th May
Transworld £14.99
Born in Georgia in 1815, Yip 
grows up a mute outcast, until the 
discovery of gold in his hometown 
leads him to commit a shocking 
crime. Forced on the run, a rip-
roaring Western adventure ensues, 
thrusting Yip into a world of 
violence, lust and revenge.

a bookshop in algiers
by kaouther adimi
fiction - 26th May
Profile £8.99
Dive into the cultural and political 
heart of twentieth-century Algiers 
through the world of a modest 
bookshop, in this charming novel 
that champions the power of 
the written word, complete with 
cameos from Albert Camus and 
the Free French resistance. 

kalmann
by joachim B. Schmidt
fiction - 19th May
Bitter Lemon £9.99
Sheriff of a lonely Icelandic small 
town, Kalmann passes his time 
hunting Arctic foxes and preparing 
the local delicacy, fermented shark. 
He has everything under control. 
Until the day he discovers a pool of 
human blood in the snow… Still, 
everything’s under control… right?

Black Drop
by Leonora Nattrass
fiction - 12th May
Viper £8.99
A thrilling historical murder 
mystery set in 1790s London. 
Laurence Jago, government clerk 
and spy, discovers the body of a 
colleague in a supposed suicide – 
but Jago is certain this is murder. 
Can he uncover the truth, while 
protecting his own secrets?

the secret lives of 
church ladies 
by deesha philyaw
fiction - 5th May
Pushkin £14.99
This is a raw, tender collection of 
stories about black girls and wom-
en in southern Christian commu-
nities, navigating their lives, their 
worries and their dreams. Each one 
is brutally honest and open, told in 
voices you won’t soon forget. 

I n d i e 

Press

I n d i e 

Press
I n d i e 

Press

I n d i e 

Press

I n d i e 

Press

mr b’s BOOKSELLER’s DOZENTH
E



fire island
by jack parlett
memoir/history - 7th April
Vintage £14.99
From the parties of the Stonewall 
era to the AIDS epidemic, Jack 
Parlett creates a fascinating portrait 
of this unique, beguiling strip of an 
island off the coast of New York, 
and its rich, iconic history as a 
place of gay liberation.

Buried
by alice robert
History - 26th May
Simon & Schuster £20
From Roman graveside feasts to 
the earliest Christian cemeteries, 
Alice Roberts uncovers how the 
Britons of the first millennium 
lived, through the stories of their 
deaths. As huge fans of Ancestors, 
we’re incredibly excited for this 
next archaeological deep dive into 
ancient burial rites!

Dancing on Ropes
by Anna aslanyan
language/History - 5th May
Profile £10.99
A fascinating behind-the-scenes 
peek at the hidden figures of 
world diplomacy: the translators 
and interpreters whose choice of 
words proved crucial to key mo-
ments in history. From Hiroshima 
to the Cold War to Brexit, one 
word, or one misunderstanding, 
can change everything…

things I have Witheld
by Kei Miller
Essays - 5th May
Canongate £9.99
In this wide-ranging collection of 
essays, Kei Miller shines a light on 
the everyday acts of discrimination 
and prejudice that are so often 
covered up by silence, interrogating 
what seems unsayable and why, in 
lyrical and razor-sharp prose.

Everybody: A Book about 
freedom by Olivia Laing
Essays - 26th May
Pan Macmillan £10.99
Olivia Laing conducts an ambi-
tious investigation into the body 
and its discontents, using the life of 
renegade psychoanalyst Wilhelm 
Reich to chart a daring course 
through the long struggle for bod-
ily freedom, from gay rights and 
sexual liberation to feminism and 
the civil rights movement.

Lucy and the Paper 
Pirates by Pat Hutchins
children’s 7+ - 26th May
Hachette Children’s £7.99
A swashbuckling new adventure for 
young readers about a diverse cast 
of characters who have all been cut 
out of their stories! Together with 
reader Lucy, they have to figure out 
how to untangle their stories and 
get them back into their worlds!

Exile
by William Atkins
Travel/geography - 5th May
Faber & Faber £20
This is the story of three different 
nineteenth-century political dissi-
dents, Louise Michel, Lev Shtern-
berg and Dinuzulu kaCetshwayo, 
all exiled to remote islands around 
the globe. Atkins reveals deeply 
human truths about displace-
ment, colonialism and what it 
means to have and to lose a home.

How to be cooler than 
cool by Sean Taylor
Picture book 3+ - 5th May
Walker £7.99
The funniest picture book you’ll 
read all year... and read and read 
and then re-read! Sean Taylor 
is a shop favourite author, who 
always brings humour and bright 
illustrations into family story 
hours. Teach kids friendship and 
how to be proud of who they are, 
no matter how goofy!
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The Map of Leaves
by Yarrow Townsend
children’s 9+ - 5th May
Chicken House £7.99
A beautifully dark middle grade 
story celebrating natural magic and 
bravery. Orla has always been on 
her own and survived well enough, 
but now it’s up to her to save the 
world from an illness that plants are 
being blamed for.

The Agathas by Kathleen 
Glasgow & Liz LaWson
teen/ YA - 5th May
Oneworld £8.99
For the modern Agatha Christie 
fan, this is the YA book for you! 
When the most popular girl in 
school is found dead, Alice Ogil-
vie and Iris Adams must team up 
to put together the clues and pieces 
the police are leaving behind, while 
also staying out of trouble and dis-
covering all the hidden secrets in 
the town!

Lightfall: Shadow of the 
Bird By Tim Probert
Children’s 9+ - 12th May
HarperCollins £9.99
The graphic novel follow-up to 
Lightfall that we have all been 
greatly anticipating, and it’s just 
as wonderful as expected! From 
the very beginning, we’re thrown 
right back into Cad and Bea’s 
journey to save their world and 
find Grandfather pig. With new 
characters and a looming threat, 
they don’t have much time!

Rebel Skies 
by Ann Sei Lin
Teen/ya - 5th May
Walker £7.99
A wildly imaginitive fantasy/sci-fi 
adventure inspired by Asian cul-
ture and mythology, Rebel Skies is 
a fast paced, page turning story for 
fans of Studio Ghibli, sci-fi, fanta-
sy and paper folding! 
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All of these books – and so many more - are available to buy at: 
www.mrbsemporium.com

 01225 331155
books@mrbsemporium.com 

Or you can come and chat books with us in person at:
Mr B’s Emporium, 13-15 John St, Bath, BA1 2JL

 
We have signed stock of many titles – just enquire or visit the website 

for more details. 
 

Follow us on any of the platforms below and sign up to our newsletter
to hear more about why we love these books, and to never miss another 

Mr B’s Bookseller’s Dozen!

https://www.instagram.com/mrbsemporium/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/mrbsemporiumofreadingdelights/
https://www.facebook.com/mrbsemporiumofreadingdelights/
https://twitter.com/mrbsemporium?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1mR_4u3IhLBsGaxZQgXBRA

