24 BOOKS WHETTING OUR APPETITE THIS MARCH!

EMPORIUM

of reading delights

Thirteen buns might be enough for a baker, but no self-respecting bookseller can
narrow down a month of reading temptations that far. No, our booksellers need at
least a double-dozen of books to devour, and they’ve picked out and reviewed
them for you...

THE MANNINGTREE WITCHES

BY A K BLAKEMORE
FICTION

Granta £12.99

Essex, 1643: dirt-poor and fatherless,
Rebecca Wests life gets overturned
with the arrival of Witchfinder Gen-
eral Matthew Hopkins. Visceral,
transportive, and refreshing, this
novel explores the fate of women on
the margins during the English Civil

VALENTINE
g‘

VALENTINE

BY ELIZABETH WETMORE
FICTION

Fourth Estate £8.99

In a 70s West Texas oil town where the
men get rich quick while the women
play house, the equilibrium is shaken
by a brutal attack on a teenage girl. A
gripping story of race, violence and
gender with a roaring, shifting moral
heart.

War.

TRANSCENDENT KINGDOM

BY YAA GYASI
FICTION

Viking £14.99

An artful and affecting tale of a
Ghanaian-American family and the
challenges of their new life in the
Deep South. Traversing generations
and continents, this book is an excep-
tionally modern novel from the cele-
brated author of ‘Homegoing’.
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REDDER DAYS

BY SUE RAINSFORD
FICTION

Doubleday £12.99

From the author of ‘Follow Me To
Ground’ comes this equally unsettling
story of human endurance and cor-
rupted power. Set in an abandoned
commune, twins Anna and Adam
prepare for a prophesied world-end-
ing event, until a previous inhabitant
returns and forces them to question
everything.
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EDGE OF THE GRAVE
BY ROBBIE MORRISON
FICTION

Macmillan £14.99

The novel kicks off with an evocative
swoop through 1920s Glasgow, via

AROBEI KSR
MORRISON

its complex neighbourhood gang af-
filiation and is an absolutely cracking
police thriller, brilliantly plotted with
a shocking ending and a great cen-
tral detective. Peaky Blinders with a
Chandler-on-the-Clyde noir vibe.

COMMON GROUND

BY NAOMI ISHIGURO
FICTION

Tinder Press £16.99

Following her fantastic short story
collection ‘Escape Routes’, this time-
ly and bittersweet novel from Mr B’s
alumni Naomi Ishiguro follows the
unlikely friendship between two boys
from very different backgrounds.
Only when their paths cross again in |

adulthood is their loyalty put to the .

2% UNBURY OUR DEAD WITH

SONG BY MUKOMA WA NGUGI
FICTION

Cassava Republic £11.99

Any blurb which mentions a singing
competition, an illegal boxing ring,
and a newspaper called “The Nation-
al Inquisitor’ will naturally pique our
interest. This ‘love letter to African
music, beauty and imagination’ is
a vibrant and mysterious novel set
across Ethiopia and Kenya.

THE FIELD

BY ROBERT SEETHALER
FICTION

Picador £14.99

In the small town of Paulstadt, the
inhabitants of ‘The Field’ (the old-
est part of the cemetery) speak from
beyond the grave. Their individual M
stories, capturing both disparate mo-
ments and life-changing events, are
subtly intertwined to create a rich pic- |£

ture of a community through time.

DOUBLE BLIND

BY EDWARD ST AUBYN
FICTION

Harvill Secker £18.99

From the acclaimed author of the Pat-

Edward
St Aubyn

rick Melrose series comes this ambi-
M) tious new novel exploring themes of
ecology, genetics and neuroscience.
[ Set between London, Cap d’Antibes,
BIsMlslz] Big Sur and a rewilded corner of Sus-
Blind

sex, it follows three friends during a

time of great transformation.

BLACKTOP WASTELAND

BY S.A COSBY
FICTION

Headline £8.99

Beauregard is an ex-getaway driver
who’s gone straight. But, with his au-
to-repair shop failing, he cant resist
the offer of one last pay-off that could

answer all of his problems. A brilliant
thriller full of epic driving scenes, slick =

dialogue and tonnes of action.

S278 COME JOIN OUR DISEASE

COME~ .. IRLLEMEN
_ _ el FICTION
JOIN QUR Faber & Faber £16.99
. : : In his new novel, Byers’ demonstrates
DISE ANCL Sl his unsettling ability to write convinc-
e g ingly prophetic, and imminent feeling
dystopias. In this particular version of

s reality, a homeless woman is offered

a better future, all she must do is live

stream her life for an audience...

KLARA AND THE SUN

BY KAZUO ISHIGURO
FICTION

Faber & Faber £20

The Nobel Prize-winning author re-

turns with this extraordinary near-fu-
ture novel. Through the story of Klara,
an Artificial Friend with unique obser-
vational abilities, Ishiguro challenges
the most fundamental questions of
our time - what makes us human, and
what does it mean to love?
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HELGOLAND

BY CARLO ROVELLI
SCIENCE

Allen Lane £20

In ‘Seven Brief Lessons on Physics,
the mechanics of the universe was
made intelligible for us laymen - now
Rovelli turns his attention to the lives
of those individuals whose intellectu-
al endeavours shaped that knowledge.
= In this author’s hands, these scientists

were adventurers.

UNDER A WHITE SKY

BY ELIZABETH KOLBERT
ENVIRONMENT

The Bodley Head £18.99

After doing so much damage, can we

The Nature of the Future

Under a
White Sky

change nature again, to save it? From
Australian researchers developing ‘su-
per coral’ to Icelandic engineers turn-
ing carbon emissions to stone, Kolbert
examines how the interventions that
have imperilled our planet may be the
only hope for its salvation.

« PLACES I’'VE TAKEN MY BODY
BY MOLLY MCCULLY BROWN
EQUALITY/BIOGRAPHY

Ados
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MeCULLY

BROWN
Faber & Faber £14.99
Described as ‘the Rebecca Solnit of
the body’, Molly McCully Brown
guides us through ever-surprising
4 ways of being within the limits of a
body. These essays, exploring desire,
[~ disability, travel and history, ask what
|~ ~as—

embodiment really means.

ONE POT, PAN, PLANET

BY ANNA JONES
FooD
Fourth Estate £26

Anna Jones is back with another fan-

One
Pet. FParl
Planet

tastic veg-heavy, easier than you think,
even easier to eat recipe collection. [=
More of the clever recipes and exqui-
site food-photography that you know |
and love, now with a clear message on
the role of our diet in the climate crisis. ©

ittt W HOUSE OF GLASS
Hadley BY HADLEY FREEMAN

Freeman 0 BIOGRAPHY
i Fourth Estate £9.99

Upon finding strange relics from her

late grandmother’s past, Hadley Free-
Thee story sl seerets
of o twentiet heoentury
dewish fumily

man embarked on a quest to under-
stand her heritage. The result is an
intricate portrait of the Jewish experi-
ence during WWII, documented with

compassion and told with a compel-

ling narrative.

—

GREENERY

BY TIM DEE
NATURE

Vintage £9.99
With the entire world coiled and {8 &
preparing to spring forth in renewal, |
there couldn’t be a better time to read
this book. In step with the best days
of the year, the endlessly entertaining
and perceptive Dee makes remarkable
journeys from Scandinavia to the Sa-

hara.

THE STONEMASON

BY ANDREW ZIMINSKI
HISTORY

John Murray £10.99

A working man’s personal history of
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MASON
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BUILDING

BRITAIN
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an ancient craft from a stonemason
whose career highlights reel includes
repairing  Thomas
tomb and the Roman Baths. A cele-

Gainsborough’s

bration of Jurassic coast stone, work-
ANDREW ZI MINSKI ing with your hands, mastering a skill
and Britain’s historic built landscape.

FREE-RANGE FREDDY

BY RACHEL BRIGHT & 1ZZY EVANS
PICTURE BOOK 3+
Orchard Books £6.99

The creator of ‘Love Monster’, “Wor-
rysaurus’ and more now brings us a
wonderful multi-coloured chick who
explodes from his egg to break-up
the farmyard monotony. Freddy soon
shares his penchant for joy and doing
things differently with all the chickens
in this riotous rhyming tale.
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_~== FIRE KEEPER’S DAUGHTER

Rock the Boat £12.99

Daunis’ Native American biracial
heritage has always made it difficult
to fit in. When she witnesses a shock-
ing murder, Daunis is sucked into
the deceptive underbelly of her com-
munity. A powerful and gut-wrench-
ing YA thriller which will keep you
completely hooked from beginning
to end!

THE WEATHER WEAVER

BY TAMSIN MORI
CHILDREN'S 8+

UClan £7.99

Who wouldn’t want a cloud as a pet!?

Stella definitely isn’t expecting one
when she goes to stay with her grand- '
father on Shetland. A beautiful story
touching on dealing with grief, but _
balanced with an abundance of
nature, magic and myths.

A urflechiey ey e cev o e b
o St e bt b b o Pt

ALL BOYS AREN'T BLUE

BY GEORGE M. JOHNSON
TEEN/YA 12+

Penguin Books £8.99

This YA memoir-manifesto follows
the life of George, a journalist and
LGBT+ activist, as he navigates the
complexities of a black and queer ex-
istence. Although Johnsons tone is
colloquial, ‘All Boys Aren’t Blue’ is elo-
quent and nuanced in the exploration

of its themes.

CITY OF RUST

BY GEMMA FOWLER
CHILDREN'S 9+

Chicken House £6.99

Drone races, bounty hunters, trash
bombs and bio-robotic geckos collide
in this original middle-grade science
fiction thriller! When Railey and Atti
are forced to flee Earth they find safety
with the feared Junker clans, only to
stumble upon something much more

dangerous.

All of these books — and so many more - are available to buy at:
www.mrbsemporium.com
01225 331155
email books@mrbsemporium.com
and (from 12th April — all being well)
Mr B’s at 13-15 John St, Bath, BA1 2]L.

We have signed stock of many titles — just enquire or visit the website
for more details.

Follow us on any of the platforms below, or sign up to our newsletter,
to hear more about why we love these books and to never miss another

Mr B’s Bookseller’s Dozen!
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